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with increasing enthusiasm, " that were I much older than
I am" (he was sixty-six) " I should be happy for the King
to send me out without a hope of gain! There is neither old
age nor weakness in the service of God. As St. Paul says:
' My strength is perfected in weakness '. . . . And the proof
of this is what has been done by the Portuguese and will yet
be achieved. . . . Just as by twelve apostles the Catholic
Faith was implanted and idolatry overthrown, so through
the Portuguese, few in number and without power, may
originate the downfall of Mohammed and his perverse sect!
I am sending no other letters this year. ... I should be
obliged if you would show this one to my son, that he may
increasingly give himself to the consideration of these sacred
matters, as I do."

It is to be feared, however, that pious meditations were
not particularly in Ruy Galvao's line. His anxious father
goes on to say: " I beg you as a special favour to look after
him, and advise him not to be so extravagant, nor entertain
so lavishly. His position does not require it of him. Please
cure him of this, if he be not already cured."

Apparently he was not. " He is a very good knight," says
Albuquerque, relating the boy's exploits at Benastarim,
Aden, and Zeila, but adds: " He is a great spendthrift! His
one idea is to foregather with other irresponsibles, and to-
gether they spend everything he has. Sometimes I reprimand
him on your behalf. Nevertheless when he has taken on
himself a man's estate, he will outgrow these things and be
a most distinguished person. Leave him to weather!"

Duarte Galvao was not the only parent who seemed to
expect the Governor to act the heavy father to his offspring.
" They say you are displeased with me," writes Albuquerque
to Tristao da Cunha, " because I did not function as pre-
ceptor to your son." This was Manuel da Cunha, one-time
captain of Cannanore, who arrived in India in 1510 and was
killed at Goa the next year. " Certainly I would have done
so, had I known you had such confidence in me. I did what
I could for him, as everybody saw. If he was led astray by